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Bio

Unusually named, I answer to both my first and middle names combined.  Born to artistic parents, the name, Gen Ian, was an “en route to the hospital” compromise.  My mother preferred the name Ian.  My father wanted to use Gen, a name he had discovered in a science fiction novel.  Thus, my parents christened me Gen Ian.
Both my grandmother and father being college instructors, and similarly both my father and mother being artists gave me a unique and varied background of art and education.  After elementary school and four years of home schooling, I entered college at the age of sixteen.  Two years later, I began my musical studies with the guidance of local guitarists, Robert Wetzel and Fred Benedetti.  I currently study with David Grimes.

Before the conclusion of my undergraduate degree, I became an instructor at Cuyamaca College, as well as maintaining a private studio with over forty students.  Following in my grandmother’s and father’s footsteps, I continue to teach at the college and also privately now that I have concluded my graduate degree in classical guitar performance from San Diego State University.  I am also a member of the honorary musical society, Phi Kappa Lambda.

Always eager to continue my education and acquire experience, I attend master classes and give performances.  In 2000, I was awarded a scholarship to participate in the Composer/Performer Collaboration Project under the direction of William Kanengiser and through the Summer Arts Program of California State University.  More recently, I have taken master classes with the Italian guitarist, Lorenzo Micheli and the Greek guitarist Eleftheria Kotzea.  I have also given pre-concert performances for the San Diego Symphony’s “Concerts at Six” program and performed for the Old Town Historical Society.

Synopsis

Drawing from the wealth of music written for the guitar, Gen Ian Young plays classical music from the Renaissance through the present day, including pieces in such diverse styles as Celtic, Bossa Nova and Blues.

